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CHRISTENED ‘THE NEW JONI MITCHELL’ ON HER DEBUT, POLLY PROMPTLY DITCHED THE ACOUSTIC GUITAR TO STAMP HER OWN SOUND ON NEW ALBUM

‘FINGERS & THUMBS’ OUT ON ONE LITTLE INDIAN ON 4TH JUNE 07
It can’t come much better for a new female singer/songwriter to get christened ‘the new Joni Mitchell’ on the launch of your debut album.  Or to be embraced by the Godfather of primetime UK radio & TV, Michael Parkinson, or have Uncut Magazine call you “the finest young British female singer/songwriter to emerge over the last 12 months” (in a year which included the launches of Joss Stone and Amy Winehouse), to support the likes of Bob Dylan, Marianne Faithful and Joseph Arthur, and to make significant breakthroughs in the States. Particularly when that album had been recorded in a shed in your back garden.  So what do you do?

If you’re Polly Paulusma, you certainly don’t follow the ‘ain’t broke, don’t fix it’ philosophy.  You ditch the acoustic guitar for an electric, stick Neil Young’s Everyone Knows This Is Nowhere and Bruce Springsteen’s Devils & Dust on rotation, and write an album both bigger and better than your first.  An album which is as anthemic as it is intimate, sonically uplifting, whilst lyrically as dark as you can expect from one of the UK’s most audacious songwriters.
Produced by Ken Nelson (Coldplay, Badly Drawn Boy), Fingers & Thumbs is released on 4th June 2007, through One Little Indian Records.  

Fingers & Thumbs represents an altogether different proposition from Polly’s debut Scissors In My Pocket, although the distinctively warm husky vocals remain.  Written at a time when Polly’s personal journey could at best be described as traumatic, the lyrics are bruised, raw and as honest as you will hear from any artist.   Recorded as live in only five weeks, Fingers & Thumbs was worked to the ultimate deadline – the birth of her baby daughter.  The birth was particularly significant to Polly, after trying for, conceiving and miscarrying two babies in between the two albums.  
These events gave way to some of the themes on the album. ‘This One I Made For You’ links directly to her lost babies and the question of bringing children into a world full of war, ‘Day One’ the spiraling depression of failed fertility.  Maternal instincts touch ‘The Woods’, the first low key download available from the album in March, written at a time when every news bulletin seemed to announce another child disappearance, and ‘Matilda’ follows a CNN report on a young girl with an extraordinary will to survive against the odds.  Love is explored on future hit single ‘Where I’m Coming From’, which mulls over giving into temptation, ‘Ready Or Not’ the dread of sex with someone you no longer love and the title track ‘Fingers and Thumbs’, about the unspoken, subconscious sign language of love between partners.  Impossibly smart, with a degree from Cambridge University, she hasn’t shied away from wider world issues, with opening track ‘Godgrudge’ touching on the West’s continuing war in the Middle East, nor morality with ‘All The Time’, about being answerable for your actions in an imagined afterlife.

The first single to be taken from the album will be ‘Back To The Start’, out on 21st May 2007, a personal note to one of her friends, and an all-out rock track which wholeheartedly embraces her new electric sound. 

For further information contact: JUDY SHAW or SAM DOWLER @ JS PUBLICITY on 0207 751 2795 or 0207 751 2600, or judy@jspublicity.com or sam.dowler@btinternet.com
