MARTIN GRECH
BRAND NEW ALBUM – ‘MARCH OF THE LONELY’ – ON JUNE 4TH 2007

RELEASED ON HIS OWN LABEL, MARTIN GRECH SONGS
You could be forgiven for thinking that critically acclaimed Maltese/English singer songwriter Martin Grech was older than he was, when you consider how long he’s been making soul-baring, spine-tingling music for.  But when you write you’re first song at 14, and sign you first record deal at 16, releasing your third album whilst still only 24 seems normal.

And he’s managed to run the whole gauntlet of music experience in that time.  He’s been signed to two different major labels, burst onto the scene with a compelling soundtrack to a high profile TV ad campaign (long before it made Jose Gonzalez or Sigor Ros noteworthy), did his rock band side project, and now – 8 years later – has gone right back to grassroots level, in more ways than one.

After parting company with his last label, he removed himself from the industry nerve-centre of London and holed himself on a small Island with only his long-time producer for company, recording an album, the quality of which could well turn out to be his opus, to be released on his own label, Martin Grech Songs.  When releasing music yourself doesn’t prevent you from assaulting the charts anymore, he couldn’t have picked a more apt time to go it alone.
‘March Of The Lonely’ is released on June 4th.  

It was 2002 when Martin first broke into the public consciousness, when his debut single, the haunting falsetto track ‘Open Heart Zoo’, was used by Lexus cars in a TV advertising campaign.  The track proved a sizeable hit when released on Interscope through Island Records, and his debut album of the same name followed.  Produced by Andy Ross, the album brought comparisons with Radiohead, Nine Inch Nails and Jeff Buckley, the latter of whom’s mother personally invited Martin to perform at a tribute gig for Jeff in London.  

In 2005, Martin followed his debut with the altogether darker second album ‘Unholy’.  When the critical acclaim it brought didn’t match the commercial demands of his label, Martin decided a change was in order, and parted from Island, in an amicable split.  At a time when the DIY music scene was gathering pace, Martin turned down offers of another label deal to focus on making his third album without imput from third parties, and the results speak for themselves.   
Recorded on the remote Osea Island, a tiny Island in the Thames fifty miles from London, an oasis of isolation in the midst of the capital city, ‘March Of The Lonely’ was crafted from songs written on a previous tour, and armed with just firewood, food and guitars, with nothing around but miles and miles of shore, Martin once again joined forces with producer Andy Ross. 

Listening to a mix of Johnny Cash, Crosby, Stills & Nash, Kate Bush and Simon & Garfunkel, and watching Wickerman over and over when there was any spare time, Martin crafted The March Of The Lonely from a journey of isolation and insulation, stripping down the sound from the last album into what can only be described as a contemporary folk album, with each song telling it’s own story. The title track itself takes the point of view a soldier as he walks through a deserted battlefield, singing his lament to himself. 

To preview the new album, Martin performs at the Monto Water Rats, in Grays Inn Road, on 9th May.
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