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Another band with an ill-advised
name, and one that undersells their
frious mix of art house noise and
nifty melodic flourishes. The fresh-
faced London-based punk trio may
have originated in France but to
listen to their debut full length, you
would be forgiven for thinking they
were some great, long lost post-riot
grrrunge heroes. Their greatest
charm though is how they sound
like they absolutely love bands like
Sonic Youth but never succumb

to the wilful meandering they are
all too prone to, reigning in their
abrasive kinetics with girly hardcore
aesthetics. Totally at odds with
everything that's currently cool and
all the more daring for it. Visceral,
punk rock for the discerning
nostalgia fiend.

David McLaughlin

Kok

DOWNLOAD: ‘Cookies And Milk',
‘Watch And Play’

FOR FANS OF: Sonic Youth, L7,
Hole
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Geographical feature cunningly disquised as a
frenzied French punk band do.incest. Nearly.

You're from Versailles, a posh area clinging to the edge of Paris, and home to Air,
Michel Gondry and pre-gullotine French royalty. How come you ditched it for
London? Not punk enough?

Raphael: Yeah, pretty much. It really different in Paris. There are a couple of good bands
but it's not as intense as in London. All the labels are in London, the history is in London,
If you want to try and make it and get a bit of money out of it you need to be in London.
Or New York.

Isn't one of you in a relationship with another band member?

JP: No.

R: There's something really taboo about it.

Is it a man? JP: No, she’s a girl.

Your sister? JP: It almost like my sister. | can't go with my sister.

But you're French, you'll do anything. JP: Fucking hell s that what the English think?
And you're French punks. You'd consider It too polite to use margarine for lubricant.
JP: French punks fuck their sisters!

Without Ofivio. It'l be bigger than Busted. Do you have any other secrets?

R: We discovered JP had pubes on...

Where? Pubes where?

JP: Here. On my shaft

Like a werewolf?

Both: Yeah!

DEEATURE

‘SECRET GAY MEMBER?
THAT'S JP. HAVE YOU SEEN
HIS DRESSES?

1,300 RiV8RlsIand

Sixty TrollSere ¢

R: Loads of them. | was shocked when | saw that first.

JP: It's kind of spotty

You could wax it.

R: I think it's going to be your birthday present.

So who's your biggest fan?

R: These quys from The Horrors are great fans of ours. And the guys from Placebo.

What's the secret of your success?

R: The secret is we're more angry than all the other bands in London. Faster and, er, very
much faster. And we're broke and really determined and nothing's gonna stop us. That's all
Ican feel and | really believe that.

What happens if the anger goes away? If you et happy?

R: ONit's fucked.

You start doing reggae.

R: Yeah, if we get happy we'll just quit. Everybody’s gonna have a solo career with a pop
song. It won't be underground anymore.

So who's the secret gay one?

R: Secret gay member? That's JP. Have you seen his dresses?

Isn't that transvestism? Oh, well close enough. What are they like? Chanel?

R: (Rummaging in bag). He has one here actually, a yellow one.

It's short, short, short! Do you wear 'em that high when you play on stage?

JP: Yeah. The first was a present but frow | buy them and wear them on stage every time.

Underground Railroad's single Watch and Play is out 2 April. Album Twisted Trees out 7 May.
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HOERGROUND RAILROAD] 0n|y aﬁer
3 several listens
to Twisted

&4 Trees' did we
learn that Underground
Railroad hail from Paris.
Not that there’s a specific
Parisian sound, but itd be
nice to think we could have
spotted it sooner. No matter.
Underground Railroad
produce a sound to frighten
Gallows back into the tattoo
parlour. The trouble is, on
“Twisted Trees' they don’t do
it often enough. When they
do, it's awesome, especially
at the start and finish of the
album. Sadly, the tracks left
in between are pretty much
album fillers - this could
have been so much better...
and for that we can only
award them trois points.
Martin Kahl





image5.jpeg
UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD

Twisted Trees

ONELITTLENDIAN.

Hk

ARIS
They may have formed inthe
same leafy western Parisian
suburbs that gave birth to Air,
but Underground Railroad's
furious debut is from the
opposite end of the musical
spectrum. Now based in
London, thetriotradeina
Black Flag-influenced punk
sound that may be wholly
unfashionable at present, but
nevertheless scores with its.
sheer vein-popping intensity.
Attimes the guitar thrashing
reaches dirge-like proportions,
but at their best - as on the
angular Hollywood Whore and
thelivid Slouch - they spew out
exhilaratingly lean slivers of
rage. MTHOMAS HGREEN

NLOAD: Slouch




