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- POLLY

PAULUSMA

Fingers & Thumbs

WORDY SONGSTRESS’
SECOND ALBUM.

Times have not been easy
for Polly Paulusma since her
self-titled 2004 debut. Two
miscarriages followed by the
birth of daughter Valentine

‘unsurprisingly put a promising

career onhold. Fingers &
Thumbs details both this
despair-and hope with
intelligent lyrics. This One |
Made For You is a lament for
her lost children, Ready Or
Not is all sexual dysfunction,
Day One a metaphor for
infertility. And yet, The Woods
is as giving as the motherhood
it eulogises and the title
track glows in post-coital
repose. M JOHN AIZLEWOOD
DOWNLOAD: Fingers

& Thumbs
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POLLY PAULUSMA

FINGERS & THUMBS
(ONE LITTLE INDIAN)

Following her well-received 2004 debut ‘Scissors
In My Pocket, Polly Paulusma continues where
sheleft off delivering ten warm guitar pop

songs with her signature husky voice. ‘Fingers &
Thumbs' s the melancholic diary of a depressing
and frustrating journey of miscarriages and false
starts as Polly and her husband tried for a child.
‘There s light at the end of the tunnel as baby
Valentine was finally conceived during rehearsals
and born at the final mixing. Production is
uninventive but the songs are heartfelt with

good melodies that makes for enjoyable, if not
groundbreaking listening. Andrew Williamson

*hk

DOWNLOAD: ‘Back To The Start’, 'Where I'm
Coming From"

FOR FANS OF: Maria Taylor, Joni Mitchell,
Gemma Hayes
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...Justdon’t mentionthe
Jword 3
Inspite of beingdubbed “the |
new Joni Mitchell”, PP has !
survived longenoughto

releaseafollow-up,andalso |
toexpungeany Joni-isms !
fromhernewalbum. The !
newsongswerewritten |

after the singer had suffered
two miscarriagesandthe
successful birthofa
daughter, which has
inevitably prompted various
mother-and-childissuesto
recurthroughout thelyrics,
butthese traumatic
experiences haven't sparked
any corresponding
upheavalsin her music.
Consequently, the often
weightysubject matteris
frequentlyburled in
d|sapp01nt|ngly /mundane
arrangements. ADAMSWEETING
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Fingersand Thumbs -
_ONE LITTLE INDIAN

A second album by the most
literate songwriter of her
(30-ish) generation. A hand-
icap, being so literate?
Seldom in Paulusma’s case. -
Her language is elaborate,
poeticeven - “There’sa
dustbowl in here, at the
centre of things” - but she
knows the value of atune -
and the perils of over-
extended metaphor. The -
sound is tender chamber-
indie, her voice a small,
peculiar but not unpretty -
thing. The record appears
largely to be adocument of -
atroubled passage to moth-
erhood - a dark, circuitous
story with a happy ending.

If you were ever moved by
The Sundays, you'll be
moved by this. Nick Coleman
=) g or b
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TONIGHT

Spinning sensitive folk-pop
tales, the dreamy singer/
songwriter pitches up to
celebrate the release of her new

‘LP Fingers & Thumbs

Tonight, The Luminaire, 311 Kilourn
High Road NW6, 7.30pm, £6 adv,
£7 door. Tel: 020 7372 7123.
www.theluminaire.com

Tube: Kilburn





